
HAROLD E. EISENBERG FOUNDATION REAL ESTATE CHALLENGE WINNERS 
 

The Harold E. Eisenberg Foundation Real Estate Challenge was designed to provide students with a 
hands-on opportunity to apply what they are learning in their university courses to the real working 
world of real estate. Each team is paired with volunteer advisors, all of whom are leading Chicago real 
estate professionals. The student teams are challenged to create a development plan for a particular 
site. The teams, along with their advisors, determine what should be built on the property and provide 
a full analysis explaining their building plan as well as the effects their plan would have on the 
community. 
 

The winning plan is the most economically viable and most complementary to the unique uses of the surrounding site. The 
teams’ presentations are judged by a panel of professionals. The Harold E. Eisenberg Foundation presents a scholarship (of up 
to $5,000) to the winning team’s school.  

 

PAST CHALLENGES: 

2020 | The 2020 Challenge subject site was a 7.9 acre site on Moody Bible Institute’s campus.  Located in the Near North Side of 
Chicago, the case site included a string of outer-lying properties roughly bounded by Chestnut Street, Wells Street, Oak Street 
and Franklin Street.  Each teams’ proposal outlined a conceptual site plan showing how Moody Bible Institute could transition the 
site into a destination location connected to the surrounding neighborhood.  
 
The winning team from DePaul University was comprised of Vincent Casambre, Alexander Hernandez, Greg McClellan, and Mark 
Solak with Steve Bell as their advisor.  Peter Caruso, Geoff Smith and Peter Tortorello served as their industry mentors.  River Coast 
West was their winning proposal.  Watch their live presentation HERE.  

 
2019 | The 2019 Challenge subject site was an 11.7 acre site attached to the Chicago Ridge Mall (“Challenge Site”).  The parcel 
contained a 154,000 square foot department store box, formerly occupied by Carson’s.  The site was an enclosed single-level 
super regional center located in a high-density trade area.  Major roads include access to I-294 and US Highways 12/20. 
 
The winning Graduate Division team from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign was comprised of Art Konotopskiy, David E. 
Mischiu, Patrick Page, and Harsh Tiwari with Roger Cannaday, Sophie Sianis, and Alexei Tchistyi, as their advisor.  Ridge North was 
their winning proposal.  Watch their live presentation HERE. 
 
The winning Undergraduate Division team from Marquette University was comprised of Michael Healy, Patrick Fuller, Samuel 
Koziol, and Alexandra Lopez with Dan Cowell, Andy Hunt as their advisors.  The Connect was their winning presentation.  Watch 
their live presentation HERE.  

 
2018 | The 2018 Challenge focused on a pair of parcels totaling 11 acres located on the shore of Lake Michigan in 
Waukegan, IL.  Once the core of the community’s renowned commercial base, the sites were vacant and awaiting a 
transformative redevelopment.  The challenge sites were situated roughly a quarter mile from Downtown. 
 
The winning Graduate Division team from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign was comprised of Bradley Berg, Jen 
Concepcion, Kristopher Kobernus, Rebecca Palmer, Jesse Thomas, and Logan Walker with Roger Cannaday, Karen Mitchell 
McGrath, Sophie Sianis, and Alexei Tchistyi, as their advisors.  The Anchor was their winning presentation.  Watch their live 
presentation HERE. 
 
The winning Undergraduate Division team from Marquette University was comprised of Keegan Barrett, Allison Benedetto, 
Luis Herrer, and Hannah Thiry with Dan Cowell, Andy Hunt, and Mark Eppli as their advisors.  Portside was their winning 
proposal.  Watch their live presentation HERE. 

 
2017 | The 2017 Challenge focused on a parcel of City of Chicago and Imperial Realty Company-owned land that was 
formerly the home of the U.S. Sixth Army Headquarters and Quartermaster Depot and the headquarters of Chicago Public 
Schools, in the historic Central Manufacturing District.  Each team acted as a separate development company responding to a 
Request for Proposal from the City of Chicago and Imperial Realty Company to purchase the site and to redevelop it into a 
dynamic project. 
 
The winning team from Roosevelt University was comprised of Iryna Auchynnikava, Joseph Copak, Gedeon Dansou, Michael 
Kritzman, Rose McKeon, Robin Schabes. Ken Marino served as their team advisor.  Their winning presentation, titled The Innova 
District, incorporated arts, agriculture, technology, and transportation with service, retail and commercial outlets in order to 
revitalize the area.  The proposed project was independently produced as part of the Real Estate Challenge and does not 
represent the views of the City of Chicago or Imperial Realty Company.  

 
 

http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020-RE-Challenge-Winnng-Proposal-DePaul-University.pdf
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/2020-RE-Challenge-Winnng-Proposal-DePaul-University.pdf
https://youtu.be/4otwOe1Y8aY
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/UIUC_Grad_Team_HEEF_Presentation_FINAL.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-S29y_WEG8U
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Marquette-HEEF-PP-Presentation.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcEeGTmM6GY
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/08_2018-UIUC-Grad-Final.pdf
https://youtu.be/msmd3g7x9eQ
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/01_2018-Marquette-Final.pdf
https://youtu.be/hh1YA3M4O74
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Real-Estate-Challenge-2017-Winning-Proposal-Roosevelt.pdf
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Real-Estate-Challenge-2017-Winning-Proposal-Roosevelt.pdf


2016 | The 2016 Challenge focused on the approximately 7.4 acres of City-owned land that was formerly the home of 
Englewood Mall, bordered by 63rd Street to the south, Halsted Street to the east and Halsted Parkway to the north and west.  
Teams were asked to respond to a Request for Proposal from the City of Chicago to form a joint venture and redevelop a 
dynamic project on the former Englewood Mall Site.  The City looked for teams to submit proposals that were both realistic 
but also metamorphic for the area in the years to come.  The winning team from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
(UIUC) was comprised of team leader, Ben Skinner, and members, Ines Andrade, Nick Bartholomew, Eliseo Elizarrarez, Ryan 
Hamerick, and Austin Pye. UICU faculty and industry advisors included Roger Cannaday, Peter Caruso, Jim Kurtzweil, and Steve 
Leonard. 
 
UIUC’s winning proposal, Station at 63rd, incorporated diverse retail offerings, an abundance of community space, and 
numerous mixed-income residential units.  Please note that the proposed project was independently produced as part of the 
HEEF case competition and does not represent the views of the City of Chicago.  

 
2015 | The 2015 Challenge focused on the “Cap the Kennedy” Project over the Kennedy Expressway (I-90/94) between Lake 
Street and Jackson Boulevard in Chicago, Illinois, a project proposed by Fifield Companies in an effort to establish a more 
functional connection from Chicago’s West Loop neighborhood to the downtown Loop/Central Business District.  The winning 
team from Roosevelt University was comprised of five graduate students, Mary Fran Gill, Hubie Greenwald, Daniel Gutman, 
Karli Mayher, and Ainsworth Thompson. Roosevelt faculty and student advisors were Dennis Harder, Jon DeVries, Johnathan 
Dennis, Aaron Pavitt, Scott Goldman, and Ken Marino.  The panel of judges included Steve Fifield, Randy Fifield, Mike Laube, 
and Alan Schachtman.  This marked Roosevelt University’s third year in a row winning the case competition.  
 
Roosevelt University’s winning presentation, The Landing, was a mixed use, entertainment, commercial and tech incubator 
concept.  Please note that the proposed project was independently produced as part of the HEEF case competition and does 
not represent the views of Fifield Companies.  

 

2014 | The 2014 Real Estate Challenge focused on the former Marshall Fields/Macy’s Warehouse at 4000 W. Diversey just 
northwest of downtown Chicago.  The competition and was won by the team from Roosevelt University, comprised of 
students Andre Collins, Maggie Eison, Victor Fragoso, Liliana Gonzalez, Dion Hickles, Emmanuel Kinard, Andrew Savoy, Eric 
Williams. University of Notre Dame and Marquette University tied as runners-up.  The 2014 competition was judged by Ben 
Greazel, Senior Managing Director of the Real Estate Finance Group at NGKF; Andy Koglin, President of OKW Architects; and 
Bill Shiner, Founder and CEO of The Shiner Group. View Roosevelt University’s winning presentation, The Hub.  Please note 
that the proposed project was independently produced as part of the HEEF case competition and does not represent the 
views of 4K Diversey Partners or Merit Partners.  

 

2013 | The 2013 Real Estate Challenge focused on Sears Holding’s 33-acre site at 62nd and Western Avenue in the Marquette 
Gardens/Chicago Lawn neighborhood on Chicago’s south side.  The competition and was won by the team from Roosevelt 
University, comprised of students comprised of students Moruf Animashaun, Karlen Beitman, Jessica Caffrey, Holly Kavis, 
David Lambiaso, Nida Mehtab, Chase Morris, Sarah Rothman, Andrew Savoy, and Drakia Wilkins.  The 2013 competition was 
judged by Curt Bailey, President of Related Midwest; Cortez Carter, Managing Deputy Commissioner at the City of Chicago’s 
Department of Aviation; Al Klairmont, Imperial Realty President; and Micah Maidenberg, Crain’s Chicago Business Reporter.  
View Roosevelt University’s winning presentation, The Marquette Park Promenade. Please note that the proposed project was 
independently produced as part of the HEEF case competition and does not represent the views of Sears Holdings or any of its 
affiliates, etc.  

 

2012 | The 2012 Real Estate Challenge focused on the former US Steel Southworks site in Chicago and was won by the team 
from Marquette University, comprised of students Maggie Brueggen, Nick Koglin, Kyle McElwee and Joe McWeeney.  The 
2013 competition was judged by David Doig, President of Chicago Neighborhood Initiatives, and former head of the Chicago 
Park District, First Deputy Commissioner at Chicago Department of Planning, and Deputy Commissioner Department of 
Housing; Alby Gallun, Reporter for Crain’s Chicago Business; and Lee Reid, Architect and President of Revere Properties.  

 

2011 | The 2011 Real Estate Challenge focused on the former Cabrini-Green public housing projects in Chicago and was won 
by the team from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, comprised of students Matt Lesh, Kyle Pietila, Briana Dunne, 
Connor Matthews, Cheng Wang, Jenna Goebig and Taylor Douell.  The 2011 competition was judged by Thomas A. Corfman, 
Assistant Managing Editor at Crain’s Chicago Business, Linda Brace, Vice President of Real Estate Development at Mercy 
Housing Lakefront, and Laurel Lipkin, Principal of LL Consulting. 

http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Real-Estate-Challenge-2016-Winning-Proposal.pdf
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Real-Estate-Challenge-2015-Winning-Proposal-Roosevelt.pdf
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Real-Estate-Challenge-2014-Winning-Proposal-Roosevelt.pdf
http://eisenbergfoundation.org/site/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Real-Estate-Challenge-2013-Winning-Proposal-Roosevelt.pdf
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